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Good afternoon, Senator McCrory, Representative Currey, Senator Berthel, Representative 
McCarty, and members of the Education Committee. 
 
I testify today in support of House Bill 6884. This bill takes important steps toward addressing 
the educator shortage in Connecticut, showing educators that theirs is a respected profession, 
and ensuring that our classrooms and schools can provide the best possible education for our 
students. 
 
As a nearly 30 year veteran teacher, I have worked through good times and hard times. 911, 
economic downturns in 2007 and 20008, Sandy Hook, standardized testing regimens—each 
have presented challenges to teachers, but the last few years of COVID and post COVID, have 
been the most trying due to the loss of veteran teachers and the poor retention of younger 
teachers.  We need measures like this bill to help teachers make ends meet, to protect their 
work from a harassing vocal minority, and to establish the staff and curricular measures young 
children need to grow and learn.  Representatives, please leave our schools, your greatest hope 
for a stronger Connecticut, better than you found them. Support these measures, please. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.



 


